Introduction
Phagocytic cells kill invading microorganisms in a metabolic event characterized by a marked increase in oxygen consumption termed 'respiratory burst'. The membrane bound enzyme NADPHoxidase catalyzes this reaction. 2 This enzyme is dormant in resting cells, but can be activated by a wide variety of stimulants. 2'3 During the activation of NADPH-oxidase, oxygen free radicals (like the superoxide anion O-) are generated. 1'2 Naturally occurring antioxidants like vitamin E, vitamin C and vitamin A can inhibit free radical generation. 4 Oxygen free radicals in EA T cells 
